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Participation of the Public in the Conservation of Marine and Mangrove Forest
Resources, Ban Laem district, Phetchaburi Province.
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Abstract

This research was aimed at 1) studying economic and social conditions of people, 2) studying
understanding of conserving marine resources and mangrove forest, 3) studying perception of the
information regarding conservation of marine resources and mangrove forest, 4) studying participation
level of people in conserving marine resources and mangrove forest, 5) studying the factors affecting
participation of people in conserving marine resources and mangrove forest, and 6) investigating the
guidelines of participative development of people in community in conserving marine resources and
mangrove forest.

Questionnaires were used to collect the data from people living in 323 households in three
sub-districts covering Ban Laem, Khun Sai, and Pak Tale Sub-districts in Ban Laem District,
Petchaburi Province. Chi-square was used to analyze the data to test the factors relating to independent
and dependent variables at the statistical significance level of 0.05.

The study showed that most samples were female, between the ages of 36 - 45 years old. They
were educated to primary level. They were working as fishermen. Most of them had been living in their
native habitat for 6 — 10 years or more. Their total household incomes were 5,000 — 10,000 Baht per
month. Most samples did not become members of any group in the community. They understood
conservation and had previously received information about conserving marine resources and
mangrove forest. Television was accessed about 3 — 4 times a month. The information that they
generally found was in support of conservation of marine resources and mangrove forest (cockles).
With respect to participation of people, it was discovered that they participated in the process such as
planning, implementing, and evaluating at a quite low level. However, the participation in receiving
benefits from conservation activities was found at a medium level. Receiving information and
understanding conserving marine resources and mangrove forest were the factors affecting
participation of people. In terms of problems, government agents did not provide opportunities for
people to play their roles in conserving marine resources and mangrove forest. In addition, a lack of
continuous public relations and coordination between the local fishermen's group and the conservation
group was also found. For the guidelines to support conserving marine resources and mangrove forest,
the support should be focused on participation of people in every process. The recognition of people of
importance of marine resources and mangrove forest should be enhanced. Additionally, public relations
should be provided to people in all areas.

Keywords: Participation marine mangrove conservation.



